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A Safe Approach or a Sound Method? 

(Translated) 

Allah (swt) has willed that we be of the late group of believers who believed in the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) without seeing him. We ask Him (swt) to make us of those whom he 
(saw) described: » ينَ  سَ  مَ  َبَ خَ  مَ  هَ  دَ  َأ َحَ  انَ   The Eman of one of them is equal to fifty” or forty as was“ »إ َيمَ 
reported. 

On his bravery (SallaAllahu ‘Alayhi wa Sallam), Ali (may Allah bless his face) said: َ رَ  مَ  اَاحَ  اَإ َذَ  نَ  »كَ 
هَ « نَ  َمَ  مَ  َالَ قَ وَ  نَ  نَ ىَمَ  َدَ 

َأ  دَ  َأ َحَ  ا نَ  َمَ  كَ ونَ  َيَ  ا َفَ مَ  َوسلم، َصلىَاللهَعليه َاللهَ  ولَ  سَ  َبَ رَ  ا نَ  يَ  قَ  َاتَ  ، مَ  َالَ قَ وَ  مَ  َالَ قَ وَ  لَ ق يَ  َوَ  أ َسَ  بَ   when the battle“ الَ 
grew fierce between the two sides, we used to resort to the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam, for succor. He was always the closest to the enemy.” [Reported by Ahmad]. Anas 
bin Malek confirms this with what happened to the people of Medina once, when they got 
frightened because of a loud noise, so the people wanted to know the cause of this noise, and 
while they were in this situation, the Messenger of Allah (saw) came forth to them on his horse, 
holding high his sword, and said: »وا اعَ  َتَ رَ  َل َمَ  وا اعَ  َتَ رَ   ”Don’t get scared, don’t get scared“ »لَ مَ 
(reported by Bukhari and Muslim). 

And many are the stances that demonstrated the courage of the Messenger of Allah (saw), 
as he was brave, and courage was not strange to his personality. Ahmad and Al-Hakim reported 
in Al-Mustadrak the Hadith of Ibn Mas’oud, who said: َ هَ  نَ  لَ ىَعَ  ،َفَ وَ  نَ  يَ  نَ  َحَ  مَ  وَ  َصلىَاللهَعليهَوسلمَيَ  بَ يَ  َالنَ  عَ  َمَ  تَ  نَ  »كَ 
» ب رَ  ل همَ َالدُّ َن و  لَ مَ  اَوَ  نَ  امَ  دَ  لَ ىَأ َقَ  اَعَ  نَ  كَ  ،َفَ  ارَ  صَ  ال َنَ  َوَ  ينَ  اجَ رَ  َالَ مَ هَ  نَ  لاََمَ  جَ  َرَ  انَ ونَ  مَ  َثَ  هَ  عَ  َمَ  بَ تَ  ثَ  َوَ  اسَ   I was with the Prophet (saw)“ النَ 
in (the battle of) Hunayn, people turned away from him, while eighty men of the 
Muhajireen and Ansar stood firmly with him, so we were steadfast and we did not flee 
away (from our enemies).” Tirmidhi also reported from the Hadith of Ibn Umar with a sound 
Isnad, he said:  َم و  اَي  ت ن  أ ي  َر  نَ  »ل ق د  ي  ن  ل« ح  ج  َر  ة  ائ  َصلىَاللهَعليهَوسلمَم  َالله   ول  س  َر  ع  اَم  م  َو  ل ين  و  َل م  اس  َالن  إ ن   I witnessed“ و 
the day of Hunayn, people were running away, and the Messenger of Allah (saw) only had 
one hundred men.” At that point, the bravery of the Messenger of Allah (saw) that is like no 
other appeared, he said: » َل ب طَ  َالَ مَ  دَ  بَ  َعَ  نَ  َابَ  ا َ*َأ َنَ  ب  ذ  ََك  َل  بَ يَُّ َالنَ  ا ق َول َ:َأ َنَ  َيَ  وَ  هَ  َوَ  فَ ارَ  ل ََالَ كَ  َق بَ  هَ  لَ تَ  غَ  َبَ  كَ ضَ  رَ  َيَ  ف قَ   he was“ »طَ 
leading his mule towards the kuffar saying: (I am the Prophet, not lying! I am the son of 
Abdul-Muttalib!)”. 

The courage of the Messenger of Allah (saw), which is as described by our mother Aisha, 
may Allah be pleased with her: he was a Quran. The Messenger of Allah was a Quran in his 
tolerance, good character, and generous guidance. He was also a Quran in his firmness, 
courage and determination. He was a Quran in his strength in the call to Allah, firmness on truth 
and steadfastness on principle. 

This courage and steadfastness, was an approach that teaches Muslims that if he (saw) had 
not been steadfast in his command when Quraysh tempted him with money, women, position 
and power, and when the Arabs fought him and united against him, had he not committed 

himself to what he was inspired, then Islam and Muslims would not have empowered, َوا اد  إ نَك  ﴿و 
ل يلاَ﴾ َق  ئاا ي  َش  م  ه  َإ ل ي  ن  ك  ر  َت  دت  َك  َل ق د  اك  ن  ت  ب  َأ نَث  ل  ل و  َ*َو  ل يلا َخ  وك  ذ  خ  ت  َل  إ ذاا َو  ه  ر  ي  َغ  ا ن  ل ي  َع  ي  ر  ت  ف  َل ت  ك  َإ ل ي  ا ن  ي  ح  يَأ و  َال ذ  ن  َع  ك  ت ن ون  ف   ,AND“ ل ي 

behold, they [who have gone astray] endeavour to tempt thee away from all [the truth] 
with which We have inspired thee, [O Prophet,] with a view to making thee invent 
something else in Our name - in which case they would surely have made thee their 
friend! And 'had We not made thee firm [in faith], thou might have inclined to them a 
little.” [Al-Isra’ 73-74] 

It was possible for the Messenger of Allah (saw) to escape on the Day of Hunayn to re-form 
a strong army to face the Polytheist masses, or give Quraysh some of what they asked and 
reassure them to keep their harm away from him and devote himself to the call secretly thus 
increasing the number of Muslims. But he is a teacher for those who follow him of the believers, 
a rule in the call, and there is no room to deviate from it: The integrity of the method comes 
before the soundness of the souls. 

Shaykh 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Tarifi said: "Of the mistakes committed by the Da’wah carriers is 
limiting Islam to ethics and behavior and leaving Tawheed, Halal and Haraam, and if the 



apostleَof Allah (saw) limited Islam to that, then Abu Lahab would have been his first 
believers!” He (Al-Tarifi) says: “When falsehood spreads, many people stay silent when 
they have the ability to present (the truth) and see in this the lowest ranks of safety, and 

this is wrong, for Allah (swt) says: ﴾ بَ  ذ  َل ل ك  ون  اع  م   ”Those who eagerly listen to falsehood“ ﴿س 

(5:42) i.e. and remain silent. 

Every Muslim is liable to be placed in front of the difficult choice, which is easy for those 
whom Allah aids; to choose between his safety and his steadfastness on the ideology. 

The nations gathered against the Muslims and attacked them at once. Islam became 
terrorism, mental illness and a national danger fought by America, China, Russia and all 
criminals. They constrict its followers in their livelihoods and fight them with arrest, deportation, 
murder and violation of honor. Islam is alienated, and the Muslims live in the era described by the 
Messenger (saw): َا َف يه  ذ  خ  ت ؤ  ل ،َو  ج  ال رَ  يَو  د  َال ي  ا َف يه  ع  ت ق ط  ،َو  ق اب  اَالر  َف يه  ب  ر  ،َت ض  ل ق  ع  ت  َم  ا َف يه  د  َل ح  َل ي س  اء  ل ع  َص  وت  ر  ب  َج  »ث م 
ال َ و  «ال م   

And every group is liable for such a test, in which the rightful, sincere and those willing to pay 
the price of their belief in this great Deen are honored. The same price that Sumayyah, Ammar 
and the Messenger of Allah (saw) have paid, and those who love him (saw) are paying after him. 

Steadfastness on the ideology is never easy, and indeed it could be deadly, and the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) describes it as holding onto a hot coal. A hot coal would not be cool in 
the hands of its holder, except for those who seek the glory of the world and the Hereafter and 
underestimate every hardship in front of the satisfaction of Allah (swt). 

The irony is that the safety-seekers do not enjoy it, while those who sacrifice safety for the 
sake of ideology seeking the pleasure of Allah receive what is unexpected when he chose to 
sacrifice, of prosperity among the people and the acceptance he finds of the believers and the 
immortality of his name in the golden pages of history. 

History is an unforgettable witness. It narrates to us so that we do not forget or stray, but only 
the people of thought will remember. If the Judge Ibn Mufleh did not choose the approach of 
safety when Tamerlane came to occupy Damascus, people would not have forsaken or 
disagreed - they had previously fought the Tatars a war that exhausted them - and the Tartars 
wouldn’t have occupied the capital of the Muslims. 

The Qur’an teaches us that the person who chooses to bow down to hurdles, he has chosen 
to relinquish his Deen. Compromise starts with the small acts. Allah (swt) addresses our Prophet 

Muhammad (saw): ﴾ََق ل يلا ئاا ي  َش  ه م  َإ ل ي  ن  ك  ر  َت  دت  َك  َل ق د  اك  ن  ت  ب  َأ نَث  ل  ل و   And had We not made thee firm [in“ ﴿و 

faith], thou might have inclined to them a little”, inclining to the oppressor even if little means 

compromise, followed by omission, then a total selling of the ideology; thus the punishment: َإ ذاا﴿
يرااَ﴾ َن ص  ا ن  ل ي  َع  َل ك  ج د  َت  َل  َث م  ات  م  َال م  ف  ع  ض  َو  اة  ي  َال ح  ف  ع  َض  اك  ن  ق   In which case We would indeed have made“ ل  ذ 

thee taste double [chastisement] in life and double [chastisement] after death, and thou 
wouldst have found none to succour thee against Us!” 

Indeed, this is what our Prophet Muhammad (saw) acknowledged when he said to Quraysh 
which tempted him with money, fame and women so that he doesn’t disgrace their gods:َ َلَ وَ  اللهَ  »وَ 
تَ هَ «   كَ  رَ  اَتَ  َمَ  رَ  اَال َمَ  ذَ  َهَ  كَ  رَ  َأ َتَ  لَ ىَأ َنَ  يَعَ  ارَ  َف يَيَ سَ  رَ  الَ قَ مَ  ينَ يَوَ  مَ  َف يَيَ  سَ  مَ  واَالشَ  عَ  ضَ   By Allah, if they put the sun in my“ وَ 
right hand and the moon in my left hand to leave this matter, I will not leave it.” The 
Prophet of Allah (saw) knew that the Arabs united to fight him, but his response was: َا ذ  َه  ن  الله  َل ي ت م  »و 
» ل َونَ  جَ  عَ  تَ  َتَ سَ  مَ  كَ  نَ  ل َكَ  ،...َوَ  ر   by Allah, this matter will be fulfilled,… but you are hastening” and it is“ ال م 
what Sa’d bin M’uadh acknowledged when he and the Ansar gave the pledge (bay’ah) of war to 
the Messenger of Allah (saw), they pledged him to the loss of wealth and the killing of the noble 
for the sake of making the Deen of Allah victorious. 

With these great dispositions, the first State of Islam was established. With these great 
determinations, Islam reached the whole earth and destroyed the two greatest empires within 
two decades. These are the dispositions that the Qur'an wants to instill in the hearts of Muslims. 

Dispositions that follow the conduct of our Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, who was 
faced with the oppression of Nimrod alone, when the masses languished and with the naivety of 

ignorance followed the one who claimed giving death and life. َأ ت ي َي  َالله   َف إ ن  يم  اه  ر  َق ال َإ ب  يت  أ َم  ي يَو  اَأ ح  أ ن  ﴿ق الَ 
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﴾ ف رَ  َك  ي َال ذ  َف ب ه ت  ب  ر  غ  َال م  ن  َم  ا َب ه  ت 
أ  َف  ق  ر  ش  َال م  ن  َم  س  م   replied: "I [too] grant life and deal [The king]“ ب الش 

death!" Ibrahim said: "Verily, Allah causes the sun to rise in the east; cause it, then, to 
rise in the west!" Thereupon he who was bent on denying the truth remained 
dumbfounded” 

So His Lord said about him: ﴾ ةَ  َأ م  ان  َك  يم  اه  ر  َإ ب   VERILY, Abraham was a man who“ ﴿إ ن 

combined within himself all virtues.” 

To be like Prophet Musa (peace be upon him) when he faced Fir’aun alone  ﴿َ بُّ اَر  م  َو  ن  و  ع  ف ر  ق الَ 

َ ين  ال م  وق ن ينَ *َال ع  نت مَمُّ اَإ نَك  ه م  ن  ي  اَب  م  َو  ض  ال  ر  َو  ات  او  م  َالس  بُّ ﴾ق ال َر   “Pharaoh says: ‘And what (and who) is that 

The Sustainer of the worlds?’ * [Musa] answered: ‘[He is] the Sustainer of the heavens and 
the earth and all that is between them: if you would but [allow yourselves to] be 
convinced!’” [26:23-24] 

To have the resolve of Abu Bakr when he protected the Deen by fighting the apostates, 
saying: “By Allah, if they refused to give me a shackle that they gave Rasoolullah, I would fight 
them for it.” 

A resolve like the resolve of Ja’far when he carried the flag of Rasoolullah after both his 
hands were cut off, being martyred as a result. 

A resolve like the resolve of the leader of the ‘Ulama Al-Izz bin Abdussalam, when he incited 
Qutuz to fight the Moghuls despite the failure of the ‘Ulama to fight and the fear of the Ummah of 
them, resulting in the victory of Ain Jalout. 

A resolve like the resolve of the Khalifah Sultan Abdul-Hamid who stood in the face of 
Europe and fought the jewish efforts to occupy Palestine and destroy the Khilafah despite all the 
temptations, pressures and machinations. 

During times of trial, many choose the safe approach, whereas, the truthful ones persevere 
on the sound method despite their small number. If it was not for this steadiness, victory would 
not come. 

Many people argue that they compromise to facilitate victory professionally, but they forgot 
that Allah does not want your professional attempt as much as the professional approach and 
safe path. Would the generation of victory have been born if the people of the ditch chose the 
safety approach and argued that they wanted to raise a strong and believing generation to 
avenge the tyrant? No, generations are brought up according to the works of the past, he who 
sees the cowardice of his father, who is devoid of courage, will grow up to be lowly and 
hypocrite. 

Would Islam have reached us if the Messenger of Allah (saw) and his companions chose to 
flatter to Quraish in order to prepare a strong army to support them against the Kuffar of 
Makkah? No, waiver is like falling from a cliff, there is no rise after it. The matter is frightening 

and dreadful ﴿ َد ع  م َب  ق د  لَ  ز  ت  اَف  ﴾ث ب وت ه   “[your] foot will slip after having been firm.” 

This is a warning from the Lord of the Worlds. Al-Qurtubi says: "it is an exaggeration in the 
prohibition because of the greatness of its position in religion and frequentation in socializing with 
people, that is, do not make oaths through encroaching on deceit and corruption, thus your foot 
slips after being firm, that is, the oath after having knowledge of Allah. This is a metaphor for the 
righteous one who falls into great evil and falls in it; because when the foot falls, it transfers man 
from a state of goodness to evil." 

Oh Allah, grant us firmness with the word that stands firm, in this world and in the hereafter. 
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